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WHAT'S GOING ON AT
THOMPSON PARK? —

PROJECT INTRODUCTION <Y/ ORVISITTHELINK

Thompson County Park is currently undergoing a Schematic Design Process to
explore options for potential projects identified in the Long-range Plan that was
adopted in 2020 that could be implemented over the next few years. Dakota County
Staff and the design team have created the draft concepts you see here based on Hola, hablo
recommendations from the fong-range plan. We would love to hear what you're excited espafiol!
to see, answer any questions you may have, and discuss any concerns. BHKGH
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restdent’s and r-guited new eracramiming that would meet thete recreaticnal « A lincar lakefront plaza was develored 1o connect the Cenler to 2 H g . 3
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« A pierwas added at the southwest corner of the lakes to support

In recent vears . significant number of mprovements have occurred at e
access by the adjacent scheol

Thoampeon County Park. The Long-range Plan was approved by the Dakota 3

Comr’; Board in »arly-2020. Since thntgappmval, |msrpnvnmemys related 1o *Resturation and maintenance of the lake shore is ongoing i THOMPSON
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recreational resources

Thompson County Park’s Lung-range Plan was the result of extansive
community engagement. The potential pro;ects shown hare represent manv
of the recommendations from that plan. Dakota County 15 seeking state
bonding monev and other grants ta accomnlish some of the projects.

As part of this Schematic Design process, each project 1s baing priced
Depending on which funds the County 15 able ta secure, some of tha
projects could move forward 1nto fnat desian and construction “ver the
next few years. Lang-range plans oftan take 10+ years tosmplement, so
impl of the ining | projects wall be phased over
time, as funding allows.

e — POTENTIAL PROJECTS

These projects address desired program additions or improvements that were proposed in the Long-range Plan and have vet to
be implemented. Each project area will be paired with interpretation that builds on the themes identified in the park’s plan.
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THOMPSON PARK CENTER

OVERVIEW

i Locus Architecture’s proposed concept for the Thompson Park Center opens the doors to park users with new Visitor Center spaces.
oy da i This proposal is an evolution of a previous feasibility study, and includes hours of analysis, design, and collaboration with the entire

F:@ design team and Dakota County staff. The Center will serve as a welcoming and informative Trailhead to the River to River Greenway,
< ! offer an assortment of rental gear (E-bikes, all-terrain wheelchairs, snowshoes, and the like), and improve event experiences at the
N e Dakota Lodge.
L == o a—
F? : i F EATU R ES 2. Alarge interior space connects the north and south areas of
: 1. The public-facing Visitor Center provides building entry Fhe park, integrating the building into the park landscape and
4 infrastructure.

from various landscape spaces; information about the o X .
! park, park system, features, and programs; accessible 3. Staff offices provide mfgrma.tion and equipment for Park users.
= - fi bathrooms, flexible day-lit spaces for informal gathering, a 4. A breakout room, cate.nng kltchen: expanded accessible

} i large classroom, and flexible support space for larger Dakota bathroom fixtures, nursing mothers' room, and enlarged storage

r5 - Lodge events. room more comfortably support events at the Dakota Lodge.
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PRECEDENT IMAGERY

EXISTING PLAN

(] momesonpam: AcTvITe CEvIER

PROPOSED PLAN
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ANTICIPATED COST: $18.1 MILLION
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THOMPSON PARK CENTER
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CIRCULATION DIAGRAM

1. In order to protect the beauty of the existing mature oak trees on the south side
of the building, the addition adds space west and north. The new Visitor Center Gﬁﬁ';ﬁron EERTER
provides entry from the street, parking lot, and north playground while offering
views to the southern, less developed, area of the park.

2. One identifiable, weather-protected entry links the building to Stassen Lane and
the parking lot — traversing a new plaza suitable for relaxing, resting, and waiting.

3. The east-west circulation spine through the building links the Visitor Center to
Dakota Lodge, staff offices, bathrooms, classrooms, a catering kitchen, and TPAC.
Clear wayfinding will easily orient visitors to the spaces within the building.

4. A“porch”running the length of the north facade provides shelter from weather,
covered vehicle access to the catering kitchen, space for food trucks, and shaded
seating overlooking the playground.

5. Alake-overlook plaza at the west end of the Dakota Lodge provides outdoor
space for building functions and park users.

VIEW FROM ET

 Esp—— | Ep— i

N-5 SECTION E-W SECTION

ANTICIPATED COST: $18.1 MILLION
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THOMPSON PARK CENTER

VIEW OF SOUTH PLAZA VIEW OF VISITOR CENTER

ANTICIPATED COST:$18.1 MILLION
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AMPHITHEATER ANFITEATRO

OVERVIEW

Proposed as a complement to Thompson Park Center’s event rentals, the amphitheater will serve wedding ceremonies, park events
and group programming, and is intended to have a signature design informed by interpretation. It is located to take advantage of
existing grades and proximity to the building. ADA access, ample seating, and a hard surface trail for ease of event set-up/vendor
access are all included, along with electrical hookups for lighting and audio.

= ™=  FEATURES

i - Stage area is flush with grade and flexible. A decorative concrete space for approximately 58 people.
| ;' pattern will add interest. - Grassy areas around amphitheater allow additional casual
l ,:3 « Trails around the amphitheater are re-graded and re-aligned to seating for approximately 92 people.
g ; make ADA-accessible where feasible - there will be impacts to - Paved plaza provides flexible space for rental chair setup
=0 trees south of the existing trail. {approximately 68 people).
- Seatwalls will retain slopes and offer bench seating for + Electrical for lighting and sound/power can be integrated into

} approximately 112 people. Precedent “b” shows precast concrete, plaza or seat wall backdrop.

and precedent”c” shows cast-in-place concrete or limestone block.  « Perimeter plantings will frame the space and provide screening
'''' - Grassy areas between seat walls allows flexible chair or blanket where desired.

CONCEPT

TO PADDLE
TH?-':::ON LAUNCH

EXISTING
BITURINOUS PATH

ADA-ACCESSIBLE
BITUMINGUS PATH

REGRADED BITUMINQUS PATH
WLESS STEEP. BUT STILL NOT
ADA-ACCESSIBLE

} TO RIVERTO
o RIVER GREENWAY
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THOMPSON PARK CENTER
EXTERIOR RENDERINGS

CONCEPT




counv " | POTENTIAL PROJECTS
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PROJECT LOCATION

WEST PLAZA

Reservablz with Dakora Lodae neral,

and aptonal fire it mae s s’
Bl o <penid an eveming o

ANTICIPATED COS

THOMPSON PARK ExTERIOR DEL
CENTER EXTERIOR 7HOMPSON PARK CENTER

OVERVIEW

The building’s exterior spaces respond to Thompson Park Center’s new Vistor Center program and its role as a trailhead to the River to River
Greenway. The entry plaza features a heated concrete walkway that will make winter access to the building safe and convenient for the active older
adults who arrive for programming, while reducing maintenance needs and salt usage. The plaza will offer trailhead amenities including a kiosk,
seating, and added bike parking. A new gateway element signals to visitors that they are connecting to the River to River Greenway. Thompsan
Park Center will offer E-bike and all-terrain wheelchair rentals, which will be parked under shelter with access to outlets for charging.

A small seating area south of the Visitor Center is also accessible from Thompson Park Activity Center and provides a relaxed setting to enjoy the
dappled shade of the oaks. The southwest plaza is accessible from Dakota Lodge and the new demonstration kitchen. This slightly elevated patio
offers sunset views and flexible seating. Drink rails along perimeter railings provide places for patrons to stand and look out across Thompson Lake.
An optional gas firepit with seatwall would offer warmth and light on chilly evenings, and could include interpretation. The plaza directly connects

to the proposed amphitheater, making it a great gathering place during events and rentals,

To support the building expansion, the parking lot is proposed to be expanded to the east, and a new maintenance building will accommodate
equipment and personnel for park management and operations. The organics and trash enclosures will be relocated nearby. New stormwater
treatment will be sited below a retaining wall along the eastern edge of the parking lot, and the natural surface trail that skirts the parking lot will

be realigned.
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ENTRY WAYFINDING

g MEJORAS DE SENALIZACION

IMPROV EMENTS ENLAS ENTRADAS DEL PARQUE

OVERVIEW

At Butler Avenue and Sperl Street, entry improvements were identified in the long-range plan. These areas are intended to have a
=D | welcoming wayfinding kiosk, seating, waste receptacle, ADA-accessible sidewalk/trail access, and plantings.

FEATURES

« Seating area

« Bicycle parking and fixit station
» Wayfinding kiosk

« Waste receptacies

« Landscape improvements

LAl
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SPERL STREET ENTRY BUTLER AVENUE ENTRY

ANTICIPATED COST: $150,000
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4 NORTHERN
ALTERNATIVE

OVERVIEW

in order to reduce traffic noise fromy US 52 that impacts park users and wildlife, constructing a sound wall along the perimeter of Thompson County Park was recommended
in the long-term plan for the park. A noise abatement study was conducted to develop a solution that will mitigate noise from Highway 52 and restore a mare tranquil
atmosphere to the eastern half of the park while providing visual screening of US 52 from park users, MnDOT has no current plans for improvement of Highway 52, so
construction of a noise wall would need to be pursued as its own project, possibly in conjunction with construction of the proposed land bridge.

Currently, traffic notse impacts wildlife and outdoor programming around Thompson Park Center. Potential options for noise mitigation mclude earthen berms, vegetation,
and noise walls. After a noise analysis and creation of models testing different noise wall configurations, the recommended solution is a combination wooden noise wall and
earthen berm, wherever topography lends itself to earthwork, and a full height wooden wall elsewhere.

The best placement of a noise barrier should be as close to the source of noise as possible. Thus, placement of a noise barrier to provide abatement of the US 52 traffic

noise would be best placed within the US 52 right-of-way and as close to the roadway as possible. Placement will need to be coordinated with MnDOT and a cooperative
agreement for construction, operation and maintenance of the noise wall negotiated between MnDOT and the County prior to initiation of construction of the noise wall.

POTENTIAL BENEFITS TO WILDLIFE

Currently, Dakota County Natural Resources staff do not conduct wildlife monitoring at Thompson County Park, particularly due to the noise level associated with Highway
52. Installing noise abatemant measures that reduce the ambient sound may both help in understanding what wildlife, in particular small mammals, songbirds, and
breeding amphibians, are using the park, as well as provide improved conditions for wildlife to call and sign for breeding purposes. Due to the limited size of the park and
the desired increase in park visttors due to additional park improvements, a noise wall would likely not improve conditions enough 1o provide habtat for disturbance-
sensitive species, but it could enhance conditions for commonly found species that are likely already in the larger landscape.
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OVERVIEW

A land bridge across U.S. Highway 52 connecting Thompson County Park and South St. Paul's Kaposia Park was recommended in the long-term plan for the park.
The land bridge is envisioned as a lid over the highway, roughly 150’ wide, that would support trail use and habitat connectivity.

FEATURES

1. Park Connection & Amenities - Provides a more seamless park experience between Thompson County Park and Kaposia Park, reducing the barrier that Hwy 52
creates between the two parks. Park amenities including seating, landscaping, signage, and lighting will make the trail attractive and comfortable. Disc goif holes
within Kaposia Park's course will be adjusted to accommodate the required grading.

2. Greenway/Trail Continuity - The land bridge creates an in-demand trail loop opportunity by connecting to the existing River to River Greenway Trail bridge
just south of the proposed land bridge. This bridge has decades of useful life left, and while it was considered as a location for the land bridge, replacing it
was not considered a sound investment. The land bridge will be a prime destination along the River to River Greenway's eight-mile east-west non-motorized
transportation corridor,

3. Wildlife Crossing - Increases terrestrial habitat connectivity from the Mississippi River floodplain into the park by keeping the width such that smail mammals,
reptiles/amphibians, birds and insects can move uninhibited from one side of US 52 to the other.

4. Air/Noise Poliution Mitigation - Helps curb air pollution and mitigate noise poliution in both Kaposia
and Thompson Parks, improving the visitor experience and the habitat vaiue of both parks. The
additional vegetation planted on the bridge will facilitate carbon reduction,

i SIOpHS restare y

B Maple-Hasywouod d

! ot fif Bridge restored
| Woadiand habieat !-J"Y‘ with Shortgrass

a \ | Prairie/Savanna

native seed mix

ECOLOGICAL
GUIDING PRINCIPLES

Natural surface . " : / ] . FRELT. "\ : E | CONNECTIVITY

path re-route k - . r = 4 - Establish a continuous native carndor between natural plant

o e i , . r - communities on each side of the bridge 1o faciitate small mammal
and ground-based invertebrate movement.

- Keep breaks in native vegetation to a minimum number and width
such as trail crossings or the amount of managed turf grass wildlife
would have to cross,

- Corridor through the tandbridge would pe 100% native, but tying
into natural {introduced or unmanaged non-native vegetation)
would be acceptable.

Several Disc
| Golf Holes wil}
. beimpacted tl:(y
’ . proposed parkin,
supp_ortvaged p : B Dok athe o
T inimise view & ) : i ! | ] - T : B proposediond. 2 TREE AND SHRUB BUFFER ALONG EDGES OF BRIDGE
noise impacts to ¥ { : 5 h bridge. Re-design Q § o

wildlife corridor o g ” B o "1 in conjunction - Treeand shrub buffer should be at least 30 feet an each side to
South-facing slopes restored . withSouth 5t. allow for staggering of trees and shrubs.

e e i . . with Savanna, transitioning " g Paul and disc golf . i N
Patches of sandy to dry oak woodiand f i y community. « Provide bath horizontal and verticat camplexity.
| iy " - « Trees - a mix of native and local ecotype deciduous and coniferous

cobble & boulders < 9 , : .

. create additional ¥ 3 ARy | f g . w, trees (50:50 mix) offset and in groups of 3. Include spring flowering
habitat and ! \ : P f - — Trees.
provide visual - e - 1 d trail loop con - Shrubs - a mix of native and local ecotype specias with bush and

f % upright growth forms off set and in groups of 5. Indude at least two
species that are spring flowering and produce berries.

« Off-set spacing density should be 20-30 feet on-center for trees and
10-15 teet for shrubs with the goal of “Open” canopy coverage to
allow enowugh when mature to maintain herbaceous ground layer.

HERBACEOUS GROUND LAYER

- Clear and distinct boundaries to prevent overzealous mowing or
pedestrian trampling

» Zero use of plastic netting in turf establishment mats

- Consider sandy/bare earth/cobble pockets for basking reptiles,
tiger beetles, killdeer, etc. - basically not everything needs to be
dense vegetation.

- Short-grass prairie-based: vegetation height promotes wildlife
movement but daes not limit visitor experience in understanding
the scale of the tandbridge

+ Seed mix should provide pollinator feod/habitat: continuous bloom
timas from spring to fall with at least 3 species per season.

Atleast 15 forb species with > 50% forb seeds/ft.

- Utilize native and local ecotype seeds

STRUCTURAL HABITAT

- Random rock pites with gaps and scatiered downed logs to provide

s Jp— hiding places and overwintering habitat for invertebrates,

{BUDGE DESHIN NOT FIRALIZED; FOR LLUSTRATION ONLY) « Large rocks (1-3 f1 050) should have 90% of matertal busied to

provide subsurface habitat and prevent damage from park visitors.

m-'-__-\_l;—'_"'_;_‘i - Considerincorporation of nesting structures for

| (U — — — —— — —— — birds and bats

\mmmuwussumrs)
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LAND BRIDGE rucnTE TERRESTRE

'\_ :' f Two fand bridge location alternatives are being studied as part of Schematic Design. In order to limit impacts to existing habitat and recreational uses
Sl within Thompson County Park and Kaposia Park, the land bridges shown below are both 150’ wide, although wider bridges were initially considered.
*@. Weighing proximity to parking and park amenities, anticipated use by wildlife, impacts on existing infrastructure, potential locations of sensitive
cultural resources, ability to create a loop trail, and a myriad of other evaluation criteria, the northern alternative appears to be the preferred option.
» PE®  POTENTIAL FUNDING SOURCES
] Through a brief literature review and Federal grant program research, the team identified multiple possible funding sources for the land bridge
and wildlife crossing which are eligible under the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (ILJA) that was passed in 2021. Based on this effort, there

are up to 15 different grant programs for which wildlife crossing infrastructure is expressly eligible under IJA. The team identified U.S. Department

of Transportation’s (USDOT's) Wildlife Crossing Pilot Program (WCPP) as the most suitable source of funding for the wildlife crossing structures and
associated fencing. In addition to WCCP, pursuing supplemental funding from USDOT's Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and
Equity (RAISE) program and/or Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) were identified as the next most suitable alternative funding options to
consider. There are several other programs, but these provide the County with the best oppartunity to supplement local funding for this portion of

P T~ e
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i
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As a complement to the inclusive playground north of Thompson Park Center, the master plan proposed a more immersive nature

play experience that can also accommodate individuals on the autism spectrum and their families. This nature play area activates
the core of the park and functions as a stop along the paved Ecosystem Exploration Loop. Here, a quarter-mile long, ADA-accessible
aggregate path meanders through the woods. Along the trail, visitors will find a variety of nature play stations, offering physically
challenging active play elements, along with sensory, creative, and imaginative play areas. Areas for gathering along the trails aliow

e for relaxation, provide views, and offers places to decompress.
- ADA-accessible musical instruments {(e)

- New ADA-accessible aggregate trails connect to existing * R SWig Pench for Daylighted Strea“m OVEHOOk,,VieWS )

. ; . « ADA-accessible natural wood custom “loose parts” table (g}

mown trails and River to River Greenway, ADA ibl tural d“Chickades" I
+ 10'x10' wood porta-potty enclosure ' W :CSESS' efnafurtabwn(l); '; 4 hee ) ive play (i
. “Log Pile” Natural wood playstructure (a) . ”Gm:he‘ aregs Ior'for ‘ul Ifigian do; er creat|v§ play [}
- “Log Stilts” natural wood play (b) & athering Circle” for re a:(atlon and decompression (j)
- Balance Logs natural wood play (c} » "Hammocking Hang Out” (k)
« Dakota County standard benches, picnic tables, and receptacles

- ADA-accessible “Magnicus” puzzle (d)

T, h‘-'

P

TO THOMPSCON
PARK CENTER

Field-tocated trails to
preserve trees

PASSIVE
GATHERING
- Relaxation
+ Decompression

- Contemplation

Native
wooiland
planting

« Fory Building
- Imagmauyz Play

ACTIVE
| NATURE PLAY
« Llimb
« Hop
- Balance

T0 ;
POLLINATOR 3
PROMENADE S
N TO RIVERTO RIVER GREENWAY
. & SIMON'S RAVINE

& DAYLIGHTED
STREAM

ANTICIPATED COST: $800,000

(ED'amous
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PADDLE INPUT MUELLE DE REMO
- OVERVIEW

An ADA-accessible paddle launch was originally proposed southwest of Thompson Park Center, but was relocated near the existing
fishing pier to take advantage of proximity to the north parking lot and improved shoreline access. A self-service traiter will offer easy
watercraft rentals and streamlined winter storage.

= - FEATURES & APPROACH

i : + ADA-accessible paddle launch/dock (same product as at Lebanon Hills) attaches to existing
fishing pier to reduce shareline impacts and cost of constructing new dock

: - Short gangway will allow for water level fluctuations

{ =0 - Modifications to existing fishing pier railing will be required

' « Rental trailer (Paddie Port) placed on flattest, least visible section of path between parking lot
and dock that doesn't impact mature trees.

PRECEDENT IMAGERY

EXPAND CONCRETE
PAD FOR TRAILER
POSITIONING

EXISTING ADA
ACCESSIBLE PATH

ADA ACCESSIBLE KAYAK
LAUNCH AND GANGWAY

RELOCATION OF SWING BENCH
- REMOVAL OF EXISTING BENCH
AND NEW CONCRETE PAD

EXISTING FISHIMEG PIER

THOMPSON LAKE

ANTICIPATED CO

RHKGi
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PARKING LOT (0. nsi6n prava
= iz EXPANSION  DEESTACIONAMIENTO

OVERVIEW

The parking lot expansion adds approximately 13,630 SF of bituminous pavement contributing to 33 new parking stalls. The
expansion also provides access 1o a new 32’x 54’maintenance building as well as a connected 13'x 32" equipment storage shed for
bikes and other seasonal rentals. The new maintenance building will be heated and plumbed in order to accommodate a small office
space for maintenance staff, a restroom, utility sink, and equipment storage. The residential organics drop-off bins will be relocated
where the trash disposal currently sits and the latter will be moved further east onto a new concrete pad.

FEATURES

e « 33 additional parking spaces - New 67'x 32" Maintenance Building with Equipment Storage

j‘" . 1 - Stormwater detention basins account for impervious surface + 390 Lin. FT Monster Block retaining walls

Sy sy ) expansion + Relocated natural surface trail around new stormwater basins
""""" VR L. - Underground stormwater infiltration system - Additional lighting with security cameras

- Residential waste and organics dropoff bins
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This area integrates three separate, but compatible directives from the master plan: a “Pollinator Promenade;"a sensory garden, and a potential daylighted stream (stilt
undergoing feasibility study). A paved, ADA-accessible path will run the length of the new plantings and daylighted stream. while a natural surface path weaves between
axisting trees, offering a a series of sensory invitations or prompts to encaurage people to focus on different experiences along the path. Native seeding and structured
plug plantings will be paired with the sensory prompts and interpretive signage exploring different pollinator species along the promenade.

- Where the Pollinator Promenade travels along the proposed ephemeral daylighted stream, visitors wifl have views across the rocky creekbed and opportunities to interact
with the stream when it is flowing {as water quality allows). A channel crossing will be paired with interpretive signage about flood control, the Mississippi River watershed,

The south end of the Pollinator Promenade meets the River to River Greenway at a new “neighborhood gateway” that formalizes a frequented social trail by adding paving,
an ADA-accessible curb cut to Sperl Street, seating, dog waste bags, and a waste receptacle.
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ANTICIPATED COST: $1,450,000
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AREA DE PICNIC CERCA
DEL ESTANQUE EMERSONY
MEJORAS EN EL BARRANCO

EMERSON POND PICNIC AREA &
SIMON'’S RAVINE IMPROVEMENTS V£0%4s

Visitors to the south end of the park and those arriving from the River to River Greenway will be able to enjoy a rest at a new picnic area
on the lawn east of Emerson Pond. In addition, an ADA-accessible natural surface trail connected to the River to River Greenway will wind

through wooded slopes to the new picnic area and bridge crossing Simon’s Ravine. On the opposite slope, new natural surface trails

(ADA-accessible) create a loop with access to the Emerson Pond picnic area.
FEATURES siMON’S RAVINE IMPROVEMENTS
ADA-accessible trails throughout the ravine area with single-

and double-stacked boulder walls
A bridge that spans 150’ over Simon's Ravine and provides an

overlook opportunity in the middle for framed views
+ A bench swing overlooks the ravine and offers a hidden
destination with integrated interpretive elements and natural

stone block seating elements.

PRECEDENT IMAGERY
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FEATURES EMERSON POND PICNIC AREA
- Dakota County standard picnic tables (ADA) and grills (ADA)

=
. Option for a 12'x12’ timber picnic shelter for a picnic table and
grill in the sunniest area of the park
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ANTICIPATED COST: $2,250,000
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